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“OUR PASSOVER"

«Christ our passover 18 slain.  for us: therefore
let us keep the teast”.—1 Cor, 67, 8. |

In order that we may clearly understand the
apostle Paul's reference to Jesus Christ being our
sacrificed passover lamb, may we consider for a few
moments the first passover as originated by the
Lord God with His chosen people, Israel, at their
deliverance from Egyptian bondage.

The institution of the original passover with
Israel in Egypt brings to our minds the thoughts
which Jehovah God intends for us to understand,
who are now living in the climax of the gospel

age. The events connected with the first passover

give us instruction as to our duty in observing the
true passover, of which the Egyptian episode was
but a type for our guidance.

Since the apostle Paul records that “all these
things happened unto them for ensamples: (types,
or pictures) and they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are come”’;

let us take heed thereunto, and learn our lesson

therefrom, that we may obey ‘God and be blessed
therein—1 Cor. 10:11. . . .

Jehovah's chosen people, Israel, were in the bond-
age of Egypt. The time for their slavery to end

-had come. Their years were now fulfilled, and

God began His wonderful and all-wise work of de-
BW that glory and honor might be His, &5
Succeeding generations recalled to mind His mar-

velous accomplishments in the behalf of beloved
Israel.

When the time was fulfllled, and He purposed
in His heart that He would deliver Israel, “Je-
Hovah suake unto His servants Moses and Aaron in
the land of Egypt, saying, This month shall be
unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the
flrst month of the year to you’.—Exo. 12:1-2.

Here we learn that the time element is an im-

portant phace of the passover program, as it is in

all of Giod’s vlans: for He works on schedule, and
the seasons are appointed beforehand. He acts
when the hour is fulfilled, and is never early and
never tardy. His eternal time-piece is perfect.

Then, fo.lowing the origin of the ceremonial
vear for Israel, as given above, the Lord outlined
the passover rites and ordinances which were to
be carefully observed by these Israelites, who were
soon to be delivered.

“Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israei,
saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall
take to them every man a lamb, according to the
house of their fathers, a lamb for a house.'—EX.
12:3. No household was to be excluded; every
man should obey, that they might be delivered.

“your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of
the first year: yea shall take it from. the sheep
or from the goats”. Accordingly, the Israelites
were not free to choose the type, for God had out-
lined the desired sacrifice. The picture must be-
exact. The animal was to be young, perfect, &
male.—Exo0. 12:5.

Again tho time element enters into the pass--
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equinox, the time whe,
in  the springtime.

¥ and celebrating the passover memorial on the
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m 28 : - day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho”.
SRS SSW Dhase, pro- i '. . While the Israelites were in captivity at Baby-
S of the day have not - Iom they ceased not to recall their deliverance at
geCAmEe new, we locate passover in Egypt. We read they kept the mem-
tf ﬁe ﬂrst month. UDOD this ~ orial at its appointed season, and upon the correct
the date “The children of the captivity kept the
ssover lamb is to be slain, afnd its ' upon the fourteenth day of the first
ﬂ m fesh eaten. upon the night

Thxs then iIS the Lord's pass-
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Since Jehovah has said that the fourteenth day
should continue to be observed as a memorial of
‘the passing over of the destroying angel, even
- throughout all generations of Israel, it was na-

| tural! that Jesus the Christ, born of Mary the

_on ﬂ!ﬁ, _fﬂm‘teenth day Of the ~ Israelite, would also be found observing the mem-

‘ m ve shall eat wunleavened bread’. ¥ . orial in its appointed season and upon the d?y as-

Thus, upon the fourteenth day, which Jehovah
. calls His passover, (EXo. 12:11, 27) we read that
~ Jesus observed the memorial: “Now the feast of
' unleavened bread drew nigch, which is called the
- passover”. . . . . “When the wnassover must be

m 3‘ even is 'S passover”’. Af-  killed” . ... “and when the hour was come, he sat
ter munset of the £ the LORD'S o ~ down, and the twelve anostles with him”, "‘and
ourteenth day, “on the ﬁf‘““”‘ !  he said unto them, With desire I have desired to

‘ﬁo! ik month is the feast of unleavencd . eat this passover with you before I suffer” Luke
& 221, 7, 14 15, ' =
Him, and we find them Here then we have learned that Jesus, upon the
the Instructions He gave them, ~ day the lamb must be killed, that is, the four-f
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teenth, sat down with his disciples to eat the pass.
er a.; His Father had commanded. It was not g
::IJZV early, neither was it a day late, but upon the
da;r. and when the hour had R Uy
was the Son obedient unto the will of His Father!

since God hath said that this date, the foyr-
teenth, shall continue (o be observed. tl:lroughout
all generations of Israel, even foreve?, 1S 1t possible
that Jesus abolished this memorial, or evenp

changed the date? What think you? the
qctions and words of Jesus abolish, or rather

stamp His approval upon God’s passover? Can
words be more clearly expressed to show the con-
tinuation of this great memorial of God, than the
promise of Jesus unto His discibles when He
said: “I say unto you, I will not henceforth drink
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom”?—
Matt. 26:29.

Here then 1s a definite prophecy stating that
the observance of the Lord’s nassover would con-
tinue until at last, in the kingdom of God, Jesus
would partake again with his beloved disciples.
This agrees with the words of the Lord, as spoken
by the prophet Ezekiel, who foretold that the
passover would continue to be observed even in
the kingdom age to come, saying, “In the first
month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye
shall have the passover” —Ezek. 45 :21.
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record of its observance then: is it possible that

during the gospel age the passover was not to be
kept in its season, upon its day, according to its
rites and ordinance?—Num. 9:2, 3; Exo. 12°14 24

On the contrary, we learn that the early Church
of God continued to partake of the passover feast

in its season and according to its specified rites
According to the record in The Acts, we understand
tha,t-there was to be the passover Ieast in Jerusa-
lem, and it was to be at its apbointed season. The

apostle Paul hastened away from Ephesus that he
might reach Jerusalem in time for the feast. In

bidding farewell to the Church of God at Ephesus
the apostle said, “‘I must by all means Keep this

feast (Luke 22:1) that cometh in Jerusalem”
Acts 18:21.

Since we have learned that the apostle to the
Gentiles, even Paul, was anxious to observe the
feast at Jerusalem, and as reliable history bears
record that the ancient passover date has ever

been kept by some of God’s faithful people, how

- then is the Church of ‘God to observe the passover

supper in our day? What are its ordinances and
ceremonies for you and me?

In order to understand our duties in regard to
the observance of the Lord’s passover, we must
learn the attitude of Jesus in regard to it, and
His instructions relating thereto: for we are to
follow Jesus, that we might not walk in darkness,
(John 8:12; 1 Cor. 11:1) and take heed unto His
words, for they are life. (John 6:63.) '

By Moses, the prophet of God, the leader of the
children of Israel, the Lord prophsied, saying, “I
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wil] raise them up a prophet frrom 4Inong thejy,
wrethren, like unto thee, and will put my WOrds
in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them ),
that T command him”.—Deut. 18:18; Acts 3:29 94
m due time that prophet came, even Christ je.
«us who spake not of Himself, but as the Lord cyoq
commanded, saying, “He that rejecteth me, g5
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgetn
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shal
judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken
of myself: but the Father which sent me, he pave
me a commandment, what I should say, and what
I should speak. And 1 know that his command-
ment is life everlasting: whatsoever 1 speak there-
fore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak”.
~—John 12:48-50).

Just as Israel hearkened unto the word of the
Lord by the mouth of Moses, let us, therefore, take
need unto Him that came as Moses prophesied, to
whom we are to give obedience. What was the
attitude and teaching of Jesus in regard to the

pvassover of the Lerd, in His example and in  His
doctrine?

When “came the day of unleavened bread, when
ﬂ?e pbassover must be killed”, Jesus sent forth His
diselples, saying, “Go and prevare us the passover,
:'}'jjtn:r.e. may €at”. Thus, Jesus knew the time of
~— Pass0ver, and was in obedience to His Father’s
Zm' After the passover had been prepared, the
°Ur had come, gnd He had sat down with HIS

disciples e :
€S, He said unto them: “With desire I have

desir - .
: €d to eat this nassover with you before I sul-
A _ |

—Luk, 22:7, 8, 14, 15,

y

pread, (unleaven=
d gave of the
“Take eab:

: y which is given

mbrance of me

‘Likewise also the cup after supper he tz?k:,i ail;: e
fter offering thanks, gave it unto the aisc 1; oﬂ' i
saving, “Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of

the new testament, wh _ _
the remiesion of sins”.—Matt, 26:27, 28.

Afterwards Jesus arose from supper,

himself. After that he poured water into a basgon,

and began to wagh the discinles’ feet, and to wipe
them with the towel wherewith he was girded”, =

teaching the great lesson of humiliaton and ser-

vice, saying unto them: “If I then, your Lord and ol
Master, have washed your feet: ye also ought to

wash one another’s feet. For I have
example, that ye should do as T have done to you.

b verily, T say unto you, The servant is _' nﬁt
greater than his LOFd; neither he t’hat e sent "

greater than he that sent him. 71¢ you know these
4-117.

ich is shed for many for

Cand
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded .

& PDy are ye if you do them” — John 13:



our deliverance, if we but trust in Him

obeyed Jehovah God, and in after
t the passover unon the fourteenth day of

month ac even, according to the pre-
S5 and ceremonies, it was 2 mem-

md ﬂ.e&y,“whenﬂlelw was come’,

a.nnnw was at even. (Exo. 12:8) “wm the
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D(; you desire to ive In that day, dear renders
would you gain etarnal life, Bellove then on .
rord Jesus Christ and yo shall be saved, Clyjy,
the lamb which God has provided even the Bon of
God. our passover, Fail not to partalke of His fley,
and blood that yve may live, His promises are
sure: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life;
and I will raise him up at the last day”.—John
6:53, 54.

Remember the warning of the Lord! Fail not to
keep His memorial, and do it worthily, discerning
~the Lord’s body; for his flesh is meat indeed, and
His blood is drink indeed. The Christ, our passover,
has been slain for us; therefore, let us keep the
feast, with the unleavened bread of sincerity and

truth, to show forth his death till He come. Amen'
Salem, W. Va.
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